Carbachol, an acetylcholine receptor agonist, enhances production in rat aorta of 2-arachidonoyl glycerol, a hypotensive endocannabinoid.
The production of 2-arachidonoyl glycerol, an endogenous cannabinoid, is enhanced in normal, but not in endothelium-denuded rat aorta on stimulation with carbachol, an acetylcholine receptor agonist. 2-Arachidonoyl glycerol potently reduces blood pressure in rats and may represent an endothelium-derived hypotensive factor.